
 1 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
Stanion Parish Council 

M  I  N  U  T  E  S 
 

Meeting Number: 2020 - 06 
Date of Meeting: 09 November 2020 
Location: Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
Purpose of Meeting: Meeting of the full Council 
Date and location of next meeting: 08 March 2021 (TBD) 
Present:  
 
Attendees:  

Cllrs. W Heelan; H Heelan (Clerk unpaid); J Worts; M Worts; S Sharp; J 
Gilmour; L Kernaghan; M Iacobucci RFO 

  
Email copies to: 
 

All Parish Councillors and RFO 

 
Parish Council Meeting 
 
Item No. Subject 

Discussion/Decision 
Public 
Participation 

The Chairman welcomed councillors to the meeting. No members of the public were present. No prior written representations had been 
received by the Clerk. Cllr Kernaghan requested that a live link to Zoom meetings be placed on the website for future virtual meetings and it 
was agreed to do so 

06-20:01 The Attendance Register was signed. No apologies were received 
06-20:02 No declarations of interest were received and no requests for dispensations made 
06-20:03 It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2020 be approved as a true record of the meeting and were duly 

signed by the Chairman 
06-20:04 • The Accounts and Bank Statements and the Gross Payments & Receipts Report v Budget covering the periods September and 

October 2020 were discussed and their content explained to the new councillors who had been unable to open one file containing the 
copies of those reports. Following discussion and review, the Council unanimously resolved to accept the Accounts and Reports. 
Following which, they were duly signed and dated by the Chairman 

• The list of payments for authorisation was checked and verified against the supporting invoices by Cllrs J and M Worts. The Council  
unanimously resolved to accept the accuracy of the list. The list was duly signed and dated by Cllrs J and M Worts 

• The Clerk reported that the resolved Precept Request for FY 2021/2022 in the amount of £13,018.00 had been submitted to CBC 
for payment 
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• Cllr H Heelan presented the Councillor Internal Control Report covering the period April – October 2020. The Council unanimously 
resolved to accept the report without amendment 

• The Clerk reported that a claim for VAT reimbursement for the period April – September 2020 in the amount of £664.53 had been 
submitted to HMRC for payment  

06-20:05 Following discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to renew the use of BACS  
06-20:06 Following discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to renew subscriptions to: CPRE (£36.00 p.a.); Clerks & Councils Direct (£100.00 

p.a.) and the ICO (£35.00 p.a.) (Data Protection Register Fee payable by DD on 11 Jan 2021 (mandatory requirement)) and to continue to 
use the services of SK Accountancy for payroll services and the filing of all mandatory HMRC reports and returns (currently costed at £60.00 
p.a.) 

06-20:07 The Clerk explained in detail the requirements for the review of the effectiveness of the system of internal financial control; gave examples of 
how Council practices complied with the requirements in the related legislation, including: The Local Audit & Accountability Act 2014, The 
Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015, The LGA 1972, The Forged Transfer Act 1891, and The LGA 1986, and advised councillors that the 
review was required to take place prior to preparing the Annual Governance Statement, which is required to be approved in advance of the 
approval of the Statement of Accounts, and which is required to be prepared in accordance with “proper practices”, and that details of “proper 
practices” may be found in the Local Authorities (Capital Finance & Accounting) (England) Regulations 2003, Reg 31. Cllr H Heelan then 
listed all of the control measures and practices currently in place and reported that she had undertaken a review of the system of internal 
financial control and found it to be in compliance with the requirements set out in the legislation. All Cllrs had been provided with a copy of 
the report prior to the meeting. The Council unanimously resolved to accept the findings of the review and the report as presented 

06-20:08 The Council unanimously resolved to appoint Mr Ian Arnott as the Internal Auditor for FY 2020/2021  
06-20:09 The Council considered the three tenders received for verge mowing in the 2021/22 season in response to 8 invitations to tender sent out by 

the Clerk in August, and unanimously resolved to select Mowerman to provide verge mowing services for FY 2021/2022, at a cost of 
£3,744.00 per contract term. R Wallace was selected as the second-choice candidate. Confirmation of the award of the tender is subject to 
obtaining satisfactory references. The Clerk explained how the list of firms identified to receive invitations to tender was decided upon, the 
tender requirements, and advised of the requirement to secure a minimum number of quotations for consideration by the Council 

06-20:10 The Council considered the three quotes received for the provision of CCTV at the Village Hall. The Chairman proposed Prime Security as 
first choice and Aerial Services as the second-choice provider. The Council unanimously agreed and resolved to select Prime Security as 
the preferred service provider. As Cllr Gilmore had voiced concerns regarding the positioning of the cameras on the exterior of the building 
and the possibility that they may be vandalised, he was asked if he would meet with a representative from Prime Security to identify the 
proposed siting positions and report the outcome of his meeting to the Council. Cllr Gilmour agreed to do so 

06-20:11 The Council discussed the provision of a summer sports programme for children (the first of which was held in 2019) and unanimously 
resolved to plan for the programme to take place in 2021, and as a first step, to request Mrs Iacobucci to make an application to the Lottery 
Community Fund for a grant to wholly fund the programme. Details and delivery of the programme is dependent on confirmation that a grant 
has been approved and the amount allocated. Advertising of the programme will take place once the outcome of the grant application is 
known 

06-20:12 The Clerk presented the Parish crime statistics (sourced from the police.uk website) for the period July to September 2020, which clearly 
showed a marked increase in crime in the Parish over that timeframe. And advised that an increased police presence and patrols in the 
village had been implemented since raising concerns with Northamptonshire Police and discussions with the Crime Prevention Officer. 
Further details of crime statistics for the surrounding area are available online at: www.police.uk 
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06-20:13 The Chairman updated the Council on the following planning development applications: Cowthick Plantation, Fircroft Nurseries and Church 
Piece. He also spoke of the need to start the process to develop a Neighbourhood Plan so as to provide a greater voice for the village when 
developments are proposed and to provide the opportunity to bid for CIL allocations 

06-20:14 The Clerk reported that: Website accessibility had been improved to ensure compliance with disability legislation; the Agreement for the new 
Proper Officer to the Council had been signed and that she would take up the role on 1 March 2021; with a handover provided by the 
outgoing Clerk; CBC have not provided the requested update on the Deed of Variation 1994; The One Corby Policy Committee has 
approved the application for the renewal of the Pocket Park lease, and a new draft Lease will be sent to SPC; the invoice for the NCC 
mowing grant for the 2020 season has been submitted to NCC Highways; in light of the current restrictions relating to remembrance services, 
the Clerk will ascertain when a poppy wreath may be laid at the War Memorial inside St Peter’s Church; the list of correspondence received 
and responded to since the last meeting was presented to the Council   

06-20:15 As there are currently no councillors with specific responsibility for projects, no reports were due to the Council. Cllr Gilmour attempted to 
raise matters that were not on the meeting Agenda and the Chairman explained that only those items of business that were on the Agenda 
for the meeting could be discussed. The Clerk reminded Councillors of the correct protocol to follow should they wish to request an item of 
business to be considered for inclusion on a future Agenda  

06-20:16 The Clerk reported that no expressions of interest for co-option as a Stanion Parish Councillor had been received since the last meeting 
06-20:17 The date of the next meeting of the Council was confirmed as Monday, 8th March 2021. The location of the meeting is to be decided. Start 

time: 10:30 a.m. 
 There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was closed at 12:05 

 
 
 
 

Signature: …………………………………………. 
 
       

Date: ………………………………………………. 


