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Date: 15th July 2020 
 
 
The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP 
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government 
 
Dear Secretary of State, 
 
We wish to petition the Secretary of State to use his powers under Section 77 of the Town & Country 
Planning Act 1990, to call in Planning Application 18/00817/OUT currently under consideration by 
Corby Borough Council, The Corby Cube, George Street, Corby, Northamptonshire, NN17 1QG. We 
are of the strong and certain opinion that this application is of such major strategic importance that 
it should not be dealt with locally. And we are firmly resolved in our petition, that this application is 
a rare and particular occasion when the Secretary of State should invoke his powers and call in this 
application. To do otherwise, would be a travesty that will disenfranchise the many parishes and 
people who will be adversely and permanently affected by this development. 
 
It is our contention that the Development Control Committee of Corby Borough Council has failed to 
fully explore and consider the wider strategic implications of this application, despite clear empiric 
evidence provided by various interested parties and agencies, including East Northants Council and 
Northampton County Council.  We believe they have given undue weight to unquantified mitigation 
promises and failed to consult sufficiently widely to ensure a clear and objective grasp of the 
complex strategic challenges this development presents, both across Northamptonshire and its 
neighbouring counties. 
 
Corby Borough Council has chosen to ignore its own Local Plan, as the proposed site location was 
considered and rejected, during the consultation and development phases of the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Plan 2011 - 2031, adopted in 2016. This decision is difficult to 
understand, as, in line with its commitments under the plan, Corby Borough Council has already 
exceeded its provision for commercial development land through to the end of the plan period. The 
conduct of the Development Control Committee leads us to believe that they were predisposed to 
approve this application and that the evidence and objections before them were not carefully 
considered. 
 
Corby Borough Council seeks to approve Outline Planning consent for a strategic development and 
to use S106 obligations to mitigate future highway junction and infrastructure problems that are yet 
to be precisely identified or quantified. We hold the firm view that this approach is irrational, 
unworkable and in contravention of statutory law in the form of Regulation 122 of The Community 
Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010, and specifically Regulation 122(2) a, b & c. 
 
It is our belief that Regulation 122(2) limits the lawful use of planning obligations and requires all of 
the requirements under Regulation 122(2) a, b & c, to be met at the time the application is 
considered, in order to make the use of S106 obligations lawful. The purpose of these tests is to 
ensure that the impacts of planning development proposals are fully explored and understood at the 
point when planning permission is granted, providing greater certainty of the mitigation of the 
impacts by the lawful requirement of a planning obligation to do so. We believe this application fails 
to meet these requirements. 
 



For the reasons outlined above, Stanion Parish Council is resolved to petition the Secretary of State 
to invoke his powers under Section 77 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 and to call in 
Planning Application 18/00817/OUT currently under consideration by Corby Borough Council, which 
we contend must be considered and decided in the context of its wider and major strategic 
implications, and that this application cannot be objectively assessed or decided, at the local level. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Cllr William Heelan 
Chairman 
For and on behalf of Stanion Parish Council 


