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Stanion Parish Council has concluded its second year as a re-formed Parish Council and this year has proved to be 
even busier than last year. 
 
During the year we worked hard on behalf of the parishioners, putting in countless hours of time undertaking 
legislative research, considering planning applications, planning regulations and local and national policies, and 
communicating and negotiating with a range of organisations and individuals to promote the needs of the Parish.  
 
While the list below provides a broad spectrum of our work and gives an indication of the level of complexity of 
some of the work undertaken, it is not an exhaustive list. Our key areas of work and successes in the financial year 
2019/2020 include:- 
 

BUDGET & PRECEPT: We reduced the Parish Council operating costs, which enabled us to keep the Precept 
low. 
 
STAFF COSTS: We reduced staff costs in-year by appointing a Member of the Council to undertake the role 
of Clerk unpaid. 
 
GRANTS: We funded the services of a professional Grant Writer to draft grant applications on behalf of the 
Village Hall Management Association. And as a result, we successfully secured a grant of circa £10K for the 
re-painting of the Village Hall. 
 
PENSION FUND EXIT COSTS: Following intensive research into the Local Government Pension Scheme 
Regulations and through sustained negotiation with LGSS we secured a £2.5K reduction in the LGPS exit 
costs. 
 
NEW EQUIPMENT: We purchased a WW1 Memorial bench and arranged for its installation on Corby Road 
and for a flagpole to be installed at the entrance to the Village Hall complex. 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS & VILLAGE HALL INCOME: The grant funded, free, three-week children’s summer sports 
programme, held in July and August, provided income of some £1200 for the Village Hall.   
 
STREET CLEANING: We negotiated with NCC for path clearance and footway widening of overgrown paths 
and arranged with CBC for a programme of replacement street signs in the village. We negotiated further 
support from the Community Payback Team to undertake litter picking and tidying up around the village 
throughout the year and supported the Keep Britain Tidy Campaign by holding two successful village Litter 
Picking days. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: We appointed a Village Path Warden in accordance with the NCC policy for Public Rights of 
Way. 
 
SECTION 137 GRANTS: (A section 137 grant is for purposes which would directly benefit the parish, its 
inhabitants or part of it or some of them) 
We continued to support all requests for LGA ’72 Section 137 grants. 
 
NEW FACILITIES: We arranged for the installation of a Clothes Recycling Bank at the Village Hall car park and 
supported the Northamptonshire Search & Rescue Charity in the process. 
 
 



POCKET PARK: We organised and supported a new group to run and manage Keeble’s Field Pocket Park and 
began the process of applying to renew the lease, which expires in July 2020. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: We continued to develop and distribute hard copy seasonal newsletters to homes in 
the Parish and trialled Councillor drop-in surgeries at the Village Hall in May.  

 
PLANNING: We continued to lobby against unwanted commercial developments in the parish and sent 
letters of objection to the Planning Department at CBC regarding the proposal to build a logistics park on the 
Cowthick Plantation and to the Planning Inspectorate regarding the Appeal for the development of five 
houses in the top paddock on Little Lane. We also networked with and sought support from other Parish 
Councils with boundaries on the A6116 and held a teleconference meeting with senior officers from CBC and 
our MP, Tom Pursglove, regarding the Cowthick Plantation proposal. We submitted a written objection to 
information provided to the Development Control Committee, who are the committee responsible for 
hearing the Cowthick Plantation planning application, and requested that the special meeting planned for 
Monday 23rd March (the first day of lockdown) be postponed until such time that public participation could 
be achieved, which was approved and the meeting postponed. And we continued to lobby CBC regarding the 
need to improve the appearance of the derelict former Cardigan Arms site. 
 
LANDSCAPE: We arranged for the trial planting of wildflower meadows at the three entrances to the village 
and selected a contractor to undertake verge mowing commencing in March 2020. 

 
In the autumn of 2019, we planned a special event to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day and a kerbside 
dedication of the WW1 Memorial Bench, complete with a musical tribute provided by a Scottish Piper. These 
commemorations were scheduled to take place in May 2020, but unfortunately, both had to be cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions that were implemented towards the end of March 2020. 
 
None of this work would have been possible without the dedication and commitment of a marvellous team of 
councillors. My special thanks also go to Mrs Marika Iacobucci, our Responsible Financial Officer, for ensuring that 
we remained compliant with the myriad of financial accounting rules and regulations, and special thanks to my 
husband Bill, for taking on the role of Clerk unpaid, for becoming a Member of the Council, and for his steadfast 
efforts in leading the Council’s campaign against unwanted commercial developments in and around the Parish.  
 
It has been an honour to have served as Chairman of Stanion Parish Council during the past year. I believe that our 
efforts and actions have had a positive impact on facilities and services within the Parish and that our collective 
efforts will continue to do so in the future. 
 
On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to thank most sincerely all of those volunteers who selflessly gave their 
time on the Annual Litter Picking days and to all those residents who, without being asked to, routinely pick up litter 
around the village, thereby ensuring that our village is a pleasant environment in which to live.  
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Helen Heelan 
Chairman Stanion Parish Council 
8 May 2020 
 
 


